Davenports I do not know; but my opinion is that they are honest, and have been very ill used in England and France. Winwood Reade, whom our friend Swinburne sent to me, went twenty times to the Davenports, and is convinced there is no deception; and R[eade] is a clever man, and has seen much of the world. The jugglers in France pretend to perform the. tricks, but they never have. . . .
When I was at the height of my spiritual phenomena (which are much diminished now) there were three parties who published their different theories. I. The book of the first party, Recherches psychologiques, ou Correspondance sur le Magnetisme Vital avec M. Deleuze, par le Docteur Billot, was in favour of the existence of good spirits; printed in Paris 1839, in 2 vols. 8vo. It is that to which my own experience agrees. . . .
Before the Revolution I kept it a secret even from my medium Regina (who knew nothing when awake), for fear of the priests who were omnipotent, worse than at Rome ; now all religions are alike respected, and Protestantism is increasing, which is one step; but there are plenty of bigots, as in France. I believe spiritualists are very scarce in Florence. The only authentic case I ever heard of was that of a young peasant-girl about three miles off; and it was patronized by some priests who treated her as a saint, and one of them wrote an account of it, giving it the colouring1 of his trade. But the facts themselves are very positive; and I not only saw her myself but I knew many of the parties mentioned in the book, which seems written conscientiously; and I will send it you, as it is well-written and well-meaning. They killed the poor girl among them. . . .
I believe I have pretty well exhausted my recollections of poor Blake in what I wrote to Swinburne. It is so long ago, and I was ignorant enough to think him mad at the
Mtrust, secure me absolutely against so offending again.
